
Presenters: Dawn Schofield



Key Priority Areas

•

•

•

•

•

•



Governance



Cancer is a focus for the First Nations Health Equity Partners
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Cancer is a focus for the First Nations Health Equity Partners

•

Cancer contributes 9.3% 
to the burden of disease

Cancer hospitalisation rate 
increased 6.6% since 2020-21

Cancer mortality rate 
increased by 5.9% since 2020

The rate is worsening in SEQ: 1.6x as likely to die from cancer

Mortality rates for non-
Indigenous Australians are 
improving, whereas mortality 
rates for First Nations 
Australians are worsening 

Cancer mortality rates are higher 
in SEQ compared to Major Cities 
nationally (ASMR 257.3 vs 255.5)



Overview of cancer trends 
for First Nations peoples 
in SEQ

These data represent the stories and journeys of health for 
many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples across QLD. 
I acknowledge and pay my respects to the traditional 
custodians of these Lands. 

Dr Carmel Nelson
Clinical Director, IUIH



Optimal care pathway 



Bowel screening participation 
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Breast screening participation
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Cervical screening participation 
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Cervical cancer screening by collection method 
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In summary - cancer screening participation among Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people in SEQ 
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Cancer incidence & mortality 
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Screening-related cancer incidence and mortality 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander residents, SEQ, 2022

Lung Breast* Colorectal Cervical*

Incidence per 100,000 population 49 60.2 42.5 17.2

Mortality per 100,000 population 41.4 12.9 12 2.1

*Cervical and Breast cancer rates are presented per 100,000 women 

Rates are not age-standardised and should not be used for comparison across populations

Data source: Cancer Alliance Queensland Data Explorer, 20/10/2024



Towards Cervical Cancer Elimination… a matter of equity

* Drawn from: Lisa J. Whop, et al. Achieving cervical cancer elimination among Indigenous women. Journal of 
Preventive Medicine, Volume 144, 2021, 106314, ISSN 0091-7435. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ypmed.2020.106314

Australia’s progress against the WHO 2030 cervical cancer elimination targets* 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ypmed.2020.106314


Cancer Treatment

Source: Cancer Insights. A Focus on Queensland’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Communities 2012-2021 1st edition  

•
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Five-year survival 

Source: Cancer Insights. A Focus on Queensland’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Communities 2012-2021 1st edition  



Lung cancer
•

•

*Cancer Alliance Queensland Data Explorer, 20/10/2024



Lung cancer
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Current SEQ FNHE Cancer Initiatives 
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